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RITCHIE’S RAMBLINGS

In the last Newsletter I told of my first day’s walking on our new Great Stones
Way trail. Since then | have managed to explore the route southwards to
Stonehenge — and what an exciting prospect it is!

| left the route at Alton Barnes last time — let’s head south from there. On a
bright, sunny day | walked from Alton Barnes to Wilsford. This was a very
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pleasant stroll, through a farmed landscape. An initial short stretch of road
walking was not so good and we shall need to seek a permissive path in the
fields beside the road here. However, the road was followed by an interesting
section of tow-path on the Kennet and Avon canal, and then by a series of
footpaths through flat countryside with views towards the ridge of Salisbury
Plain. A main line railway crossing is a minor adventure, before having to
walk right through someone’s garden (on the footpath, I hasten to add!).

From the village of Wilsford, there is a good climb up onto the Plain. On an
overcast and damp day, | set off on a pleasant green lane that eventually
climbs to Broadbury Banks, a hill-fort with a ditch and raised bank. It is not
in as good a condition as the forts we know so well on the National Trail and
is not particularly accessible. There are good views looking back from here,
however, and you soon join a wide track running round the northern edge of
the military area. The military road is hard surfaced and not pleasant for
walking, but probably good for cyclists. On the other hand, the parallel grassy
track is ideal walking on level, springy turf. Progress to Casterley Camp was
rapid although the views along the way were not inspiring, perhaps not helped
by the nature of the day.

The size of Casterley Camp is impressive and | walked on from there on a
cold and blustery day. This was the most frustrating day of the walk for me.
We had long realised that there are major problems finding a high level route
around the eastern edge of the Plain. This soon became apparent as | met
‘Keep out’ signs, red flags, soldiers in vehicles ranging from Land Rovers to
tanks and paths that had been churned up to resemble World War One
battlegrounds. Valuing my life quite highly, | abandoned my attempts to
pioneer a new route in the face of the armed might of the British Army and
headed down into the Avon valley. My reward for a tough and unsatisfactory
morning was a lunch in the wonderful Swan Inn at Longstreet. A traditional
and friendly pub with a good line in real ales and tasty food, | understand it is
owned by the local community. | recommend you try it if you are in the area.

Although we will be trying hard to negotiate a high-level route around the

eastern edge of the Plain with the Ministry of Defence and Wiltshire County

Council, I am convinced that we need to explore an alternative low-level route
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in the Avon valley. | had a good day with friends Helen and Peter, trying to do
so. In order to ensure that we arrived for lunch at the Swan Inn (a very
important consideration after my first visit!) we walked this section
northwards from Durrington. A well-surfaced track runs from there up onto
the Plain and we made good progress until we met the red flags flying at a
guard post. A very friendly guard invited us into his post, offered us tea
(which we refused) and told us politely that we could go no further onto the
Plain. We headed east down into the valley, crossing the busy A345 and
thence onto a footpath going north to Ablington and Figheldean. At Ablington
there was an electric fence across the path in a field with an exceptionally
frisky young horse, matters to take up with the Council Rights of Way officer.
The path through Figheldean is easy to follow as it meanders past back
gardens, allotments and the village hall. Crossing open fields we reached
Netheravon, and walked along the main street, which has some attractive old
buildings. A footpath across more open fields led to the village of Fifield,
which looks like it has changed little in the last one hundred years, and
reminded Helen of Lark Rise in ‘Lark Rise to Candleford’! A final short
stretch brought us to the Swan Inn at Longstreet. This time | enjoyed a pint of
the appropriately named Stonehenge beer, which we had seen being brewed in
Netheravon.

I walked the final leg to Stonehenge on my own on a bright but bitterly cold
day in early December. After some abortive exploration | eventually found a
good alternative to some initial road walking, crossing into National Trust
land and going through the ancient and huge embankments of Durrington
Walls. There is a very good information board explaining the history of the
site, and close by is Woodhenge, also with a comprehensive interpretation
board. Advice from a local walker helped me to determine the best route from
Woodhenge to Stonehenge, at times following a disused railway line and at
others along good paths through the historic landscape. | had not approached
Stonehenge from this direction before and was delighted by the great views it
offered of the famous stone circle. The World Heritage Site team has done an
excellent job with interpretation boards at key points, such as the Kings
Barrows and the Avenue.



So | have walked from Avebury to Stonehenge. There remain two more
sections to complete, to Old Sarum and then on to the centre of Salisbury. 1
hope to be able to report on these in the next Newsletter, and to offer a few
more views on the Great Stones Way. | already know we are on to a winner!

NATURAL ENGLAND REVIEW OF NATIONAL TRAILS
Readers may remember our report, in the Spring, 2008, Issue, on the letter
received from Dr Helen Phillips, Chief Executive of Natural England (NE),
the Agency responsible for the National Trail(NT) network, about a major
Review set in hand by NE. We were invited to work with the project team set
up to conduct the Review, and our report set out the main lines of our
response. We emphasised that the NT network should be at the heart of a
clear strategy and commitment by Government to encourage greater public
access to the countryside; and that NE has an opportunity to extend, improve
and better integrate the network to meet community needs, using new sources
of finance, and deploying more effective management. Our underlying
concern was that NE was seeking grounds to scale back or withdraw from its
commitment to NTs, at a time of increasing budget stringency.

We have not exactly “worked with” the Review team; indeed, there was no
interaction beyond an acknowledgement of our input, until the draft Review
was ready for public exposure. The team has no doubt worked hard, and the
Review included some detailed research commissioned from consultants. The
schedule for the Review also extended considerably! However, a Consultation
Document has now been received, which is in effect a draft outline Report,
and another letter from Dr Phillips seeks our views on this, for submission by
early February.

We are encouraged by many of the findings. Indeed, we suspect that the
research surprised NE management. It found that 16 million people, 38% of
the population, had used one or more of the 600 major walking trails in the
country in the last year, and that 61% of adults are aware of them. Of these,
6.5 million people use them regularly each week. Most strikingly, 15 million
other people, or 36% of adults, from every age, income level and background,
walk or ride regularly, and would be interested to use walking/riding trails, but
have little or no awareness of them! Most potential users want more short,
circular routes, with better refreshment and toilet facilities, and more trails
connecting interesting places. Most information on trails is currently targeted
at existing users.



The review comes up with 7 draft recommendations, as follows:-

9 Select the best recreational routes as a new category of accredited “B”
trails.

1 Improve visitor information by setting up a new interactive NT web-
site.

1 Improve NE’s NT management information and methods.

9 A better system of longer-term funding for trails, to enable improved
planning.

9 More support for volunteer schemes, and better liaison with Friends
groups.

1 More flexible deployment of NT staff, more sharing and team
working.

1 A new NT management model enabling focus to shift over time.

Clearly, the effect of much of this will depend on the detail and how it is
implemented, and this is often not entirely clear. However, our overall
reaction is generally positive. We are reassured by the absence of any weasel
words on the commitment to NTs! The key recommendation seems to be the
first, as it appears to open the way for an effective expansion of the NT
network, and its better integration with existing routes and with public
transport hubs. We are, however, disappointed not to see explicit recognition
of the need for improved services for users.

We have no problem with the plans to improve public information and NE’s
internal processes, and we strongly support a longer-term funding scheme,
especially if it enables new sources of finance to be tapped. We also strongly
support greater use of volunteers, and stand ready to work with NT
management of The Ridgeway.

The other key recommendation, in our view, is the final one, to introduce a
new management scheme for the NT system. We see a real need for a more
active, flexible and strategic management capability within NE, and we
consider it essential that there should be a new Forum of representatives of the
trail user communities, meeting regularly, to advise management on the



development of the network, and on priorities for the allocation of staff and
financial resources.

We shall of course be writing to Dr Phillips on behalf of the Association in
response to the Consultation, and copies of the letter to be agreed by the
Committee will be available to any member on request.

A WEB-SITE REFRESHER

As our readers will, I hope, expect, we continue to keep our web-site,
www.ridgewayfriends.org.uk, under review and up-dated, and have no
intention of resting on the laurels of last year’s extensive refurbishment. Our
Editor and Webmaster having advised us that the Home page was at risk of
becoming a little static, we resolved to introduce a regular refresher, initially
on a seasonal basis. Those of you who use our web-site regularly will soon
observe that we have introduced a seasonal theme, and plan that the Home
page should change at least each quarter, and will celebrate The Ridgeway in
its changing, seasonal moods. As part of this new scheme, we plan to publish
a series of favourite pub-walks on The Ridgeway, appropriate to the season.
The first in the series celebrates a circular walk from The Harrow in West
lisley, contributed by our Membership Secretary, Janet Hierons, to whom we
are grateful for the recommendation. We hope you will want to try this
bracing but well-drained walk, now that conditions should be improving, and
to try out this fine old pub, if you don’t already know it. But hurry, as Spring
will soon be here, and we shall be preparing to move to our spring theme for
the web-site, and a new walk suitable for the new season. We plan to make
this an extensive series, retaining each walk and pub recommendation in a new
directory on the site, with links to any of the pubs wanting to co-operate with
us. We do hope that any (or all!) of our members who have enjoyed pub
walks in their area will contribute to the series by letting us have brief details
of their favourite walk, or walks, and, if relevant, the pub at which they have
successfully found refreshment. If possible, we would like to have photos
(preferably digital!), both of the walk and of the pub; and of course all walks
and photos will be suitably attributed to you!

Jeff Goddard


http://www.ridgewayfriends.org.uk/

APPOINTMENT OF PROXY

) S , of
....................................................... , being a Member of The
Friends of The Ridgeway, hereby appoint
............................................................... of
...................................................... or, failing
him/her,.......cooooii
............................................................... of

vote for me at the Annual General Meeting of the Friends to be held on
Sunday, 15™ March, 2009 and at any adjournment thereof.



Alternative Form

APPOINTMENT OF PROXY

............................................................ , being a Member of The Friends of
The Ridgeway, hereby appoint The Chairman of the Meeting to vote for me at the
Annual General Meeting of the Friends to be held on Sunday, 15" March, 2009, on
the proposal of the amendment of the Objects Clause,

In favour of the proposal/Against the proposal (Please delete whichever does not
apply)

Return to The Secretary Friends of the Ridgeway
6 Darell Road,

Caversham,

Reading,

RG4 7TAY

By 8™ March



THE FRIENDS OF THE RIDGEWAY

Annual General Meeting, Sunday, 15" March, 2009
at The Ridgeway Centre, Court Hill, Wantage

To: Janet Hierons, Membership Secretary, 34 Oxford Street,
Ramsbury, Wilts SN8 2PS

email: jandal3-frmembers@yahoo.co.uk

Transport: Pl ease col | feownbDidcétParkwaye r ¢
Station in time for either Lunch (depart station 12:25) or
Meeting (depart station 13:25) (delete as necessary).

| expect to arrive on the ééé.

Lunch: Please provide buffet lunch at £6 per headf or € é
persons (state number).

| enclose a cheque for A éé.
Ridgeway and a stamped addressed envelope for sending the
Lunch Ticket(s).

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

dééeé.  cecéeeceececeeececeeeececee. ¢é.

ADDRESS

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

eeeeeeeeeeeeeceeceeeeeeeeeeecee.

Telephone or email address

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

eeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeee.




LUNCH AND TRANSPORT FORMS

Return by 1" March t o:
Janet Hierons,
Membership Secretary,
34 Oxford Street,
Ramsbury,

Wilts SN8 2PS

DATA PROTECTION ACT
Do you object to the Friends holding your membership record on computer? The data is
used for membership records, including subscriptions, and label printing. It is not disclosed
outside the Friends.
Objections or requests for more information to Ridgewayfriends@aol.com or in writing to
the Secretary.
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NOTICE OF THE 2009 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING,
The Ridgeway Centre at Court Hill, Wantage,on Sunday 15th March, 2009, at 2pm

NB: Item 6 is a constitutional amendment

AGENDA
1. Apologies for Absence and Proxies
2. Minutes of the 2008 AGM held on 16" March, 2008
3. Matters Arising
4. Annual Report
5. Treasurer’s Report & Accounts
6. Resolution: To delete Clause C of the Constitution, “The Charity’s

Obijects are the preservation for the benefit of the public of all the natural
aspects and features of The Ridgeway National Trail and the provision of
recreational and educational facilities in the interests of social welfare for the
public benefit”; and to replace it with the following new Clause C:

“The Charity’s Objects are the preservation, for the benefit of the public
and in the interests of social welfare, of all the natural aspects and
features of the ancient Ridgeway track-ways along the chalk downs of
Southern England, including The Ridgeway National Trail and any
extension thereof, and of their associated features, monuments and access
paths; and the provision of recreational and educational facilities and
events relating thereto”.

The consent of the Charity Commissioners has been giveihégoroposed
amendment.
7. Election of President & Vice-Presidents

8. Election of Executive Committee Members/Trustees
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
1-5 Committee Members
9. Appointment of Auditor
10.  Any Other Business

11



The Annual General Meeting Notes

Proxy Forms: Forms of Proxy for anyone wishing to vote in support of or against the
Special Resolution or any of the other motions before the Meeting, and unable to
attend in person, are provided in this publication, and should be returned to the
Secretary at the address stated, by not later than 8th March, 2009.

Report and Accounts: The Accounts for the year ended 31st December, 2008, have
been audited and were approved by the Trustees, with their Report for the year, at
their Meeting on 11th February, 2009. The Trustees have once again decided not to
circulate their formal Report and Accounts for 2008, but copies of these, with the
Minutes of the 2008 AGM, will be available at the Meeting and are also available on
request from the Secretary, Jeff Goddard, at the address below, or from any
Committee member:

Post: 6 Darell Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7AY

E-mail: jandjgoddard@googlemail.com

Phone: 0118 9478556

Nomination of Trustees: The Constitution requires nomination of Trustees to the
Executive Committee by Members of the Association in writing to the Secretary by 14
days before the Meeting. Nominations would be warmly welcomed. If you would like
to stand for election and have not already made your interest known, or would like to
propose any other member willing to stand, please contact the Secretary or the
Chairman by 22nd February, 2009.

A Guided Walk: The Chairman, and other Committee Members, will lead a walk
along The Ridgeway to Segsbury Camp (approx 2 miles in all), departing from the
Court Hill Centre at 11 pm, and returning in time for lunch. Gather at the Barn Tea
Room for refreshments (bacon sandwiches ?) at 1030 am.

Lunch and Transport Arrangements: The Ridgeway Centre is on Court Hill, off
the A338 south of Wantage, at Grid Ref 393851. As there is no public transport,
arrangements will be made to collect members from Didcot Parkway Station if
needed. A light lunch will be available at The Ridgeway Centre before the Meeting at
£6 per head. If you would like to book lunch, and/or a lift from Didcot to the
Ridgeway Centre, please complete the booking form attached and return it with your
payment, by
1% March, 2009, to the Membership Secretary, at the address shown.
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THE 48™ DAY LONG HIKE
ON THE WESTERN HALF OF THE RIDGEWAY

On Saturday, 9" May, Reading Outdoor Group will be holding its annual 40
mile challenge walk along the Ridgeway. The challenge is to complete the 40
mile route at one go (in practice between 08.00 and 22.30).

The walk covers most of the National Trail between Overton Hill and
Streatley apart from the route between Barbury Castle and Whitefield Hill
where other tracks are used.

If required, entrants can take a coach from Streatley to the start. Progress of
the walkers will be monitored at checkpoints along the route where water,
squash and, at some checkpoints, light refreshments are provided.

Further details from Alan Smith, 3 Harlington Road, Bexleyheath, Kent, DA7
4AS (phone 020 8301 3829 or Email jungledrums@waitrose.com).
Alternatively, details of the walk and other information can be obtained from
the web site at ridgeway40.org.uk.

Alan Smith
DURHAM TRIP
May 3I’d _8th

Sunday 3™ May Pick up and travel to Fountains Abbey. Continue to Beaumont
Hotel Hexham for a five night stay on a Half Board basis

Monday Hadrian’s Wall and Belsay Abbey Gardens

Tuesday Washibgton Old Hall and Durham

Wednesday A free morning in Hexham optional visit to Abbey

Thursday Beamish Open Air Musem

Friday Travel back to Wiltshire arriving early in the evening

Booking Form overleaf
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BOOIKING FORM FOR DURHAM TRIP
Sunday 3rd May to Friday 8th May 2009

Cost £475

1/ We would like to join the holiday to Durham etc., in 2009 ]
NAME(I)  covvvereeeresessreesssssmsensssssssssssessesssesesssmessesessrmsessenes KVINTA No......... |
Name(d) seommeibsmmusmsasar o aasasiei KYMTA No.......... |
AAATESS  ovvismmmeminramsmomsimnnamiims st e s ST s S LIS s s s anas
Y 1 T —
ATATEES  .00mensnenssmssmniboconronsnsiasesnmmcasensoarss anissessssessvs ¥eossssss awesveessiss iuTevss IS EIRAE
POStCOdE i s ssrmmammsmmmmnsnsansons Tel Now e,

PICK UP POINTS:- Please circle
Aldbourne...Pond, Marlborough..Polly Tea Rooms, Devizes.. Bear

Accommodation, please tick as appropriate:-
SINGLE... TWIN... DOUBLE
(All rooms are non-smoking)

Special dietary needs:-

..............................................................................................................

Name and Address of person to be contacted in case of emergency:-
INAME. s ocsmsvismsins R v v Re o s57as i srionnonsanspessssstans sasnses
AAARESS! 15essvssvsussosnssussa sssss s bas s Foaa AT R SB RV AT R SRR 3503 oo e msnnrns
g o TN .. O YD —

Completed booking form, £100 deposit per person (cheque made out to
KVNTA), two small and one A5 SAE (for receipts and final details of holiday)
should be sent to:-

Jane Ebbutt 8 Windmill Close, Aldbourne, Marlborough SN8 2DN
I/ We enclose a completed booking form, a deposit of £100 p.p. And 3
SAE,



RIDGEWAY SCENES POSTCARDS

Two designs in full colour, reproduced from paintings by Gus Mills.

Sold in packs of 6 cards with envelopes, 3 cards of each design.

‘DOWNLAND PATHS’ GREETINGS CARDS

Reproduced in full colour from a pastel by Susan Kirkman.

Sold in packs of 5 cards with envelopes.

DATES FOR THE DIARY

VWH Group Launch was 13" Feb
NB Not 13th March
The Committee apologises for the mistake in the circular letter

AGM 2009 Court Hill Sunday 15" March
NB Not 22 March

Wednesday 23 July 2009 at 11.00 The Annual Visit to Marcham Excavations
courtesy of Dr Gary Lock
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ORDER FORM

Please send me

... packs of Postcards @ £3.50 per pack £.....
... packs of 'Downland' cards @£5 per pack £.....

Donation £.....
TOTAL £.....

Name and Address for delivery (please print clearly):

Please send this form together with a cheque made payable to
“The Friends of The Ridgeway” to:

FOTR Greetings Cards, c/o Janet Hierons, 34 Oxford Street,
Ramsbury, Wilts, SN8 2PS.

Contributions to the Spring Newsletter by
3rd April 2009 please
The editor prefers email text and can only process electronic images
Peter Gould, 18, Hampton Park, Bristol BS6 6LH
Ridgewayfriends@aol.com
Items for the website are gladly received at any time
The Friends of The Ridgeway is a registered charity (No 1107926). its objects are the
preservation for the benefit of the public of all the natural aspects and features of the
Ridgeway National Trail and the provision of recreational and educational facilities in
the interests of social welfare for the public benefit
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