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RITCHIE’S RAMBLINGS 

I’ve got £2½ million to give away!  I hope that’s got your attention but like all 

good headlines, it needs some explaining.   

As Chairman of your Association, some time ago I was invited to become a 

member of the Council of Partners of the North Wessex Downs Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (NWDAONB).  The Ridgeway runs through two 

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and my involvement in the management 

of the NWDAONB has proved useful in representing our views to an 

influential audience. 
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Recently the NWDAONB applied to become one of the regions in the UK to 

receive European funding, targeted at supporting and regenerating the rural 

economy.  The bid was successful and a Local Action Group has been set up 

to administer the scheme and to distribute the £2½ million.  For reasons I find 

flattering but hard to understand, I have been appointed Chairman of this 

group. 

The scheme is designed to help 

 farming, local food and forestry ventures 

 local communities and small businesses 

 meeting the local challenges of climate change 

 developing tourism and preserving the area’s heritage 

I am blatantly using the privilege of my column in your Newsletter to 

encourage you to think of possible schemes and individuals that could benefit 

from this scheme.  As concrete examples of what we are doing, we have so far 

approved significant financial help to allow two villages to set up their own 

community shops, replacing commercial ventures that have closed.   

I believe that this scheme, known as LEADER – sorry about another acronym, 

this one being French! – can provide a vital boost to our rural economy at a 

time it is suffering from the effects of the worldwide recession.  My main 

immediate concern is to find sufficient schemes to support.  If you know of 

any likely recipients, please put them in touch.  We have a simple application 

process and decisions are taken quickly.  Lots more details are to be found at 

our website – search LEADER in the North Wessex Downs. 

We are having an official launch event in Hungerford on 2 June.  If you are 

interested in attending or know someone you think should be there, please 

email me on ian.ritchie@ukonline.co.uk or call me on 01672 520090 for an 

invitation. 

To bring things back to The Ridgeway, we are hopeful that LEADER may 

provide some of the funds to help us launch our Great Stones Way project.  

Needless to say I will be careful to declare my dual interests when we apply! 

Ian Ritchie 
 
 

mailto:ian.ritchie@ukonline.co.uk
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ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING AND AGM 

Members started to gather early on 15
th

 March, on a glorious morning, for the 

promised guided walk to Segsbury Camp, ahead of our annual meeting and AGM, to 

be held at the Court Hill Centre as usual.  Some took advantage of the tempting bacon 

sandwiches and other fare available from the Barn Tea Room, and the quadrangle of 

Court Hill for a while resembled a picnic lunch party.  Soon we set off up the hill, led 

by Chairman Ian, and Roger of the Vale of White Horse local group, with 

Membership Secretary Janet acting as whipper-in.  In perfect  weather, we quickly 

covered the short stroll to the Camp, and settled down to hear Dr Gary Lock, abetted 

by our own Jim Gunter, explain what his excavation of the site had revealed.  It seems 

that hill-forts are neither always on hills nor are originally forts.  Rather they are 

places where a peaceful agrarian society met each year to trade and share skills, and to 

feast and hear news from their leaders – an ancient version of an AGM in fact – a very 

suitable destination for our morning’s walk! 

Back at the ranch, Jane and Barbara served their usual excellent lunch, once again 

fully subscribed, and which many chose to enjoy in the court-yard.   As 2.00 pm 

approached we moved into the meeting-room, soon very well filled as usual with the 

41 members and guests attending.  

Ian Ritchie expressed satisfaction at the general condition of The Ridgeway Trail, now 

as good as he has seen it since becoming Chairman.  While there is still more to do, 

especially to achieve a year-round TRO on the southern section, we can now move to 

a wider focus on The Ridgeway as a whole, hence the proposal for a change of 

Objects.  Our plans for the Great Stones Way extension of the Trail to Stonehenge and 

Old Sarum are the first move towards this.  We expect to have to ask for members’ 

support in raising money for the purpose.  The over-due Review of National Trails by 

Natural England seems very unlikely to result in any new resources.  He welcomed the 

launch of a local group of members for the Vale of White Horse, led by Roger Griffin 

and David Axford, and hoped for similar groups along the rest of the route.  Ian 

warmly thanked his Committee especially the new and the retiring members.  

Treasurer Anna Hanslip reported on a very successful year’s financial results, with 

receipts of over £5,000, and reduced expenditure, despite the cost of the 25
th

 

Anniversary brochure, leading to a positive margin of £464.  Ian thanked Anna for all 

her work as Treasurer, and presented her with a bouquet.   
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The main business of the day was the proposed change of the Objects clause, to 

preserve the ancient Ridgeway as a whole, instead of just the National Trail.  After 

Ian’s introduction, and with no other comments from the floor, the proposal was 

adopted unanimously.  

 Ian welcomed John Howell MP and David Gauke MP as new Vice-Presidents, and 

thanked the retiring Boris Johnson for his support.  After the re-election of Ian as 

Chairman, and Jeff Goddard as Secretary, a new Treasurer, Sally Barnes was elected, 

and Marion Young as a new member of the Committee.  Janet, Jim and David were 

also re-elected to the Committee. Ian thanked John Templeton and Simon Bunyard, 

who have decided to stand down.  Tom Webb was again re-elected as Hon Auditor, 

with warm thanks for his contribution, and the meeting was drawn to a close.   

Members then enjoyed a very interesting presentation by Sarah Eve Simmonds, the 

Avebury World Heritage Site Officer, on the Avebury WHS, its work and 

responsibilities, and on the protection of the archaeology of The Ridgeway and the 

other ancient sites and monuments.   

SPRING ON THE WEB-SITE  

As we reported in the last issue, our web-site, www.ridgewayfriends.org.uk, is now 

being seasonally refreshed, as we hope our members are also!  Visitors to the site will 

have seen that our winter woollies have given place to new spring raiment, and we are 

delighted to feature a Bluebell Special pub walk from Nuffield, recommended by a 

member, a very attractive outing during bluebell time in later spring.  We are also very 

pleased to be able to publish a new album of photos, also from a member, covering a 

variety of aspects of The Ridgeway and its surrounding countryside.  We hope that 

these valued contributions will encourage other members to send us their pub walk 

recommendations and their photos for us to publish and share with others.   

We are also now very pleased to feature articles and pages devoted to the new Vale of 

White Horse Local Group, led by Roger Griffin and David Axford, and its new 

Committee, which launched on 13
th

 February, and is holding a public event on 24
th

 

April.  You will be able to find all the details of the events and activities of the new 

group on the web-site, hopefully with photos in future, and we strongly urge all our 

members living in the area to go along and participate.  We look forward to new 

initiatives along the same lines from other areas!   

Jeff Goddard 

http://www.ridgewayfriends.org.uk/
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VALE OF WHITE HORSE LOCAL GROUP 

(MEETINGS SUMMARIES) 

1.   At a meeting of members of the Friends of The Ridgeway (FoR) resident in the area, held at 

the United Reform Church, Stanford in the Vale, at 1400 on Friday 13th February 2009, the Vale 

of the White Horse Local Group (LG) was founded. 

2.   The purpose of the Group will be to: 

 Involve supporters in the Vale of White Horse in social activities and events, 

 Assess their views and interests and represent these to the FoR Committee, 

 Monitor the condition of the Trail locally and liaise with The Ridgeway NTO and its 

Volunteers, 

 Increase the local membership of FoR,  

 Raise the level of support for FoR’s activities, both financial and, in future perhaps, 

practical, through Volunteering  

 Liaise with and present to local organisations, generally to raise/enhance the profile of 

FoR, but more fundamentally to raise awareness of the quality Ridgeway asset that we 

have on our doorsteps. 

 Monitor local planning applications that could have potential impacts within the LG 

area of responsibility of The Ridgeway. 

 

3.   The VWH LG will control its own membership, procedures and organisation, all of which 

will be very flexible.  A Committee will be formed with a “normal” membership of 6-8, with a 

chair and secretary keeping brief minutes, and meetings every 2-3 months.   Members will 

undertake responsibilities for events, for recruitment and member liaison, for trail monitoring 

and for publicity.  Liaison with the main Committee will be assured by cross-membership, with 

preferably one of the FoR Officers sitting on the LG Committee (not as chair), and the LG chair 

(or another member) being also a main Committee member.  LG Committee membership 

should be locally based, with good local contacts and net-working skills being more important 

than any technical/ecological knowledge.   

4  The area of interest for the Vale of the White Horse Local Group will initially be that part of 

the Ridgeway West of the Thames between Streatley and Barbury Castle.   

5 Eight members present, including the retiring FoR Treasurer and Treasurer elect, and another 

member of the main Committee volunteered to be members of the VWH LG Committee, and 

were gladly accepted as such. 

6.  A Committee meeting of the new LG was held at Court Hill at 1400 on Friday 6th March 

2009, when a number of plans for future events relating to the Ridgeway were discussed, details 

of which were to be made public at a meeting to be held for all persons on Friday 24th April in 

the small room of the Methodist Church, Newbury St/Church St in Wantage. 
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THE ANCIENT TRACK 

Forever onward strides the road 

 A testament to time, 

Surviving five millenia’s load 

 Through countryside sublime. 

 

Traversing ancient chalkland downs 

 From Avebury in the West 

And skirting medieval towns 

 Where weary travellers rest. 

 

Here Stone Age man has left his mark, 

 Long barrows can be seen, 

See Waylands Smithy’s cavern dark 

 ‘Midst lake of emerald green. 

 

From Ivinghoe the drovers came 

 And later, Roman legions, 

Then Vikings, British folk to tame 

 Would pillage Saxon regions. 

 

King Alfred many battles fought 

 Along the Wessex borders, 

High up along The Ridgeway sought 

 To chase away marauders. 

 

Up here you really feel the sky, 

 You’re walking now on history, 

With each, so many memories vie 

 To give an air of mystery. 

 

Mike Jones © 
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MEMORIES OF YOUTH 

I think that it was at some time in the 1950s that the London Evening News ran an 

article about walking the Ridgeway. This attracted my brother and me and we decided 

to follow the suggested route. From what I now recall, we started near Goring-on-

Thames. (It was the weekend after the cessation of the rationing of meat in this 

country. This comes to mind because we stayed overnight at the Goring Youth Hostel 

and dined on an extraordinarily large piece of steak that neither of us knew how to 

cook. Because of our ineptitude and complete absence of culinary skills, we allowed 

the pan to catch fire and thus drew the attention of the warden who berated us less for 

the potential damage to his crummy kitchen but to the fact that we had incinerated a 

decent piece of beef!)  

I don’t recall much about that glorious trek except that I became enthralled with the 

beauty of the soft Wiltshire hills, the sad and lonely tumuli and the kindness of a 

Wiltshire farm labourer who, whilst we stood on the A4 waiting for a ride to 

Marlborough, offered to recharge my Peterson with a scoop of his “herbal” tobacco 

and of the choking fit that nearly finished me off on the spot. Such are the memories 

of youth! 

Peter Sheppard 

THE RIDGEWAY  

Nick Hill  Trailblazer Guide  £9.99 

When book-reviewing,  the key  decision is whether to start with the praise and  put 

the sting in the tail or  to get the niggles out of the way then go up beat. 

A guide book as comprehensive as this, ranging from international flights to the 

etiquette  of al fresco defecation, must generate niggles.  Half hour rail trip from 

Bristol to Swindon? Volunteer  working parties organised by the Friends of the 

Ridgeway? Smearing your chin with sun block against reflected rays even on overcast 

days? Shy jays?   

Serious corrections are invited:  info@trailblazer-guides.com  

Overall, the fullest and liveliest  Ridgeway Guide I have read. True,  the section on 

wildlife lacks  pictures and notes on chalkland snails; on the other hand,  we are told 

how to go nun-spotting near Wantage. Quirks like this make a distinguished Guide 

Book.  

mailto:info@trailblazer-guides.com
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A good brief summary of prehistory and recent history fully compensates for a blurb 

that  recycles the “oldest road” nonsense. 

The maps are very clear and supplemented with an appendix of GPS reference points  

(downloadable from the company’s site). Nevertheless, the perverse and foolish 

should  be glad to find  advice on Explorer Maps and a caveat about high tech  

navigation. 

Preparing advice about public transport in rural Britain is a formidable task, given 

deregulation and “three year funding packages”. The challenge has been accepted. In a 

Chiltern Market town, what services, run by which company,  to where, depart from  

which stops? Yes, there is an answer.  

Food (semi-posh restaurants to basic baguettes), drink (with a plug for CAMRA) and 

accommodation (camp sites to grandish hotels) are equally well covered. We hope the 

advice on water taps is not over optimistic. 

The real test of a guide is “having skimmed through the book, are you itching to visit 

the place?” Test passed with honours. 

Peter Gould 

 

  

Talking of snails, 

here is a tree full 

A  member sent  

this photo for the 

website. 

Perhaps someone 

can  send  close 

up shots of the 

colourful chalk 

down snails   

(They do  pose 

patiently) 
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THE GLORIOUS UNCERTAINTY - A SEQUEL 

In the Winter 2008 issue,  I referred  to a new legal ingenuity devised by the 4WD 

lobby and promised a learned response.  You must blame FoR, (more specifically, the 

editor) not GLEAM that the response by Professor Colin Divall,  Head of the 

Institute of Railway Studies & Transport History University of York is a year late. 

The question GLEAM posed was  

Do you think it likely that an Inclosure Valuer, setting out a 24ft wide public 

carriage road in 1855, would have intended, or anticipated, that the route in 

question might have been used by mechanically propelled vehicles*, such that it 

could be said that the route in question was set out with the intention that it could 

be used by such vehicles?In this context, the term `mechanically propelled 

vehicles' specifically excludes bicycles.  

Opinion 

I am of the opinion on the balance of probabilities that in 1855 the normal 

traffic of a rural district would not have included mechanically propelled vehicles 

and that therefore persons responsible for the planning and construction of a 

parochial public highway would not have expected it to be used in the 

immediate future on a regular basis by other than foot or animal-drawn traffic. 

However the rapid rate at which steam-powered road traction was developing at 

the time means that it is plausible that such persons might have anticipated the 

use of the highway by mechanically propelled vehicles. 

Background 

Until the development of the internal-combustion engine in the late-nineteenth 

century, the only mechanically propelled vehicles on the roads were powered by 

steam. From the late 1820s through to about 1840, there was considerable 

experimentation with passenger steam-carriages. Such vehicles required a good 

surface on which to work satisfactorily, which in practice meant the kind of 

pavement found almost exclusively (and not always then) on turnpiked roads. 

There is ample evidence that such vehicles did run successfully in commercial 

service over turnpikes. However there was also considerable opposition to their 

use, not least from the turnpike trusts which argued (probably wrongly) that 
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the weight of steam carriages and other road locomotives caused excessive 

damage to the pavement and foundations. By the early 1840s this opposition 

had almost completely stopped the use of steam carriages. 

However the development of what was to become the traction engine for heavy 

haulage continued apace. The first recorded self-propelled vehicle of this kind 

in the UK dates to 1840, although none was exhibited at the 1851 Great 

Exhibition; the first example of what was to become the classic design of traction 

engine appeared in 1859. By 1861 traction engines were sufficiently common for 

parliament to pass the Locomotive Act to set (amongst other provisions) a scale 

of tolls for their use on turnpiked roads. The kinds of agricultural use to which 

traction engines were often put means that it is likely that they were used on 

parochial roads (i.e. those which were not turnpiked) for access to fields, 

woodlands etc. 

Whether such road locomotives were sufficiently widespread in 1855 for their 

use to have been anticipated by a properly informed enclosure  valuer or 

highway surveyor-cumengineer can only be ascertained definitively by more 

extensive research. Since such engines were still in the experunental phase of 

development, it is probable that they were not often seen on country roads until the 

end of the decade; so those responsible for roads would not commonly have 

expected to have to provide for them. However, given the technical success of 

earlier experiments with steam propulsion, it must have been clear to anyone who 

was sufficiently well-informed that the future prospects for traction engines were bright. 

Hence it is plausible to suggest that even as early as 1855, an enclosure surveyor might 

have anticipated the use of mechanically propelled vehicles on any new highway. 

  

A plantain  from our  website  home 

page  illustrating Spring on the 

Ridgeway. 

An interesting name shared by the 

plane tree and a savory banana. The 

connection is a leaf shaped like the 

sole of the foot: planta. 
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RIDGEWAY SCENES POSTCARDS 

 

      

Two designs in full colour, reproduced from paintings by Gus Mills.    

Sold in packs of 6 cards with envelopes, 3 cards of each design. 

Please send this form together with a cheque made payable to 

“The Friends of The Ridgeway”  to: 

FOTR Greetings Cards, c/o Janet Hierons, 34 Oxford Street, 

Ramsbury, Wilts, SN8 2PS. 

Thank you for your support 

  

DATE FOR THE DIARY 

Wednesday 22  July 2009 at 11.00 The Annual Visit  to Marcham 

Excavations courtesy of  Dr Gary Lock 

Meet 10 miles  outside of Oxford on the A338, behind the former 

Noah's Ark Pub).. at 11.00 

To regulars, this annual fixture needs no recommendation. 

If you’ve never been, you have a feast of knowledge spread before 

you.  (See our website for an aperitif) 

NB  the date was wrong in previous Newsletters  
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 POST CARD ORDER FORM 

Please send me 

. . .  packs of Postcards @ £3.50 per pack   £ . . . . .   

Donation       £ . . . . .  

TOTAL       £ . . . . .  

 

Name and Address for delivery (please print clearly):  

…………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

Contributions to the SummerNewsletter by 

3rd July  2009  please  
The editor prefers email text  and can only process electronic images 

Please send some snails: sky blue or like orange and lemon slices 

Peter Gould, 18, Hampton Park, Bristol BS6 6LH  

Ridgewayfriends@aol.com 

Items for the website are gladly received at any time 
The Friends of The Ridgeway is a registered charity (No 1107926). its 

objects are the preservation for the benefit of the public of all the natural 

aspects and features of the Ridgeway National Trail and the provision of 

recreational and educational facilities in the interests of social welfare 

for the public benefit 

mailto:Ridgewayfriends@aol.com

